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LOCAL HISTORY

Former service station named historical landmark
Submitted to Messenger
Post

The immediately rec-
ognizable little white
building with the steep-
ly pitched roof at 99 South
Main Street was designat-
ed an historic landmark
by the Fairport Histor-
ic Preservation Commis-
sion (FHPC) in Janu-
ary. It was built in 1934
on land leased to the Pure
. Oil Company by the own-
ers of the Green Lantern .
during the Great Depres-
sion. It functioned as a gas
, and service station un-
til1961, when a change in

e ownership led to a series
of business ventures in the
"building. Most residents
may recall the building as
the home of the Slocum-
LauderInsurance~en-
cy for many years. The
r
I

current owner is the vil-
lage of Fairport's Officeof
Community and Econom-
ic Development (aCED).
, The building is an excel-
lent example of the Pure
Oil corporate design for
gas stations developed by
architect Carl August Pe-
terson, first used in 1927.
Referred to as "English
Cottage",the design fea-
tures a covered bay win-
dow with leaded glass,
a canopy over a stylized
front door with rounded
top. The door has nine-
paned ovalwindow in the
upper portion. An addi-
tional small window com-
pliments the shapeof the
front door. Gently curv-
ing wrought iron rail-
ings, painted brick ex- .
terior walls, and brick
chimney are addition-
al features of the "English

The building at 99 South Main Street in Fairport is
an excellent example of the Pure Oil corporate gas
station design that was developed by architect Carl
August Peterson. PHOTO PROVIDED

Cottage" design. The roof
tiles are painted black,
over the original "Pure Oil .
. blue" glazing. The tiles
were manufactured by
the Lodowici-Celadon, of

terra cotta.
The building meets

three of the five designa-
tion criteria according to
the Fairport Preservation
Local Law.The prominent
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location and unique de-
sign makes the building
stand out on the busy cor-
ner ofMain and Church
Streets. Carl August Peter-
son, nationally known for
his work in this field, and
referred to as "the father of
modem service station ar-.
chiteeture," designed it.
It also possesses spe-

cial character of histor-
ic or aesthetic interest.
The building's design has
been considered symbol-
ic of the cultural chang-
es which occurred with
the huge growth of the
automobile in the early
20th century, and the im-
pact the auto had on the
lives ofAmericans, their
means of transporation,
their neighborhoods, and
streetscapes. At least two
structures of this design in
other locations are listed

on the National Register
of Historic Places.
Jim Unckless, chairman

of the aCED's Board of
Directors said, 'We were
pleased to have the Pure
Oil building designated as
a historic landmark. Our
intent in purchasing the
building was to preserve
its history, and seek pro-
posals for its best use. The
building sits on proper-
ty that functions as a gate-
way to the Village, and we
felt it is a critical piece to .
future development on the
four comers:'
For more information "

on the FHPC and desig-
nated landmarks, go to the
village website at www.
fairportny.com and the
Perinton Historical Soci-
ety site at www.Perinton-
HistoricalSociety.org.
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