
Fairport is planning to lease the former Pure Oil gas station to a local business and turn
the property at South Main and Church streets into an attraction for local people and
visitors. JEFFREY BLACKWELU STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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'-)Fairport site reborn
as roadside attraction
Jeffrey Blackwell
Staff writer

An old landmark in the
village of Fairport is get-
ting a new life from the
Office of Community +
Economic Development.

The landmark is the
white cottage, at the cor-
ner of South Main and
Church streets, that looks
like something out of an
old Walt Disney animated
feature. The building was
built in 1934as a Pure Oil
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corporate gas station, and
for years, it has served as
an office for a local insur-
ance company.

"This agency bought
the building in August

and we are trying to get a
tenant in there, one that I
think will be very impor-
tant and unique to the vil-

See FAIRPORT,Page 7B

Fairport
Continued from Page38

lage," said Kal Wysokow-
ski, executive director of
the Office of Community
+ Economic Develop-
ment. "Wehave a lease we
are working on hopefully
before Canal Days (in
June)."

The Pure Oil station
was designated a historic
landmark by the Fairport
Preservation Commis-

sion in January. It is one
of six in the country. An-
other station, built in Sar-
atoga Springs in 1933, is
on the National Register
of Historic Places. The
company was purchased
in 1965by Union Oil.

Village leaders would
like to see the cottage
with the terracotta roof
become a gateway to the
village with tables and
landscaping in place of
the parking lot. Wyso-
kowski said the potential
tenant already has a busi-
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ness in Fairport and has
plans to remodel the inte-
rior. She would not name
the company.

"We'd like to put some
gas (fire) pits in there to
let people hang out on the
corner," she said. "It
would definitely lend it-
self to visitors. We call it
our gateway into the vil-
lage."

This is one of several
projects that village offi-
cials are cutting the rib-
bon on this spring in time
for Canal Days, the larg-

, est annual event in the vil-
lage each year. Crews
also are working on ex-
tension of boat docking
facilities on the south side
of the Erie Canal near the
Parker Street Bridge.
The project will extend
the promenade and pro-
vide more docking, water
and power hookups for
boats cruising the canal.
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