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STATE OFTHE TOWN/VILLAGE

What's next: Leaders discuss 2013 projects
By Bethany Young
Byoung@messengerpostmedia.com

It was a chance to look back on
2012 and get a glimpse at what's
ahead in Fairport and Perinton at
Wednesday's State of the Townl
Village presentation on Wednes-
day, Jan. 23.
This is the second year the Fair-

port- Perinton Chamber has hosted
this event, featuring talks by Per-
inton Supervisor Jim Smith and
Fairport Mayor Fritz May.
IN PERINTON

Smith began with a recap of
events and projects that took place
last year, highlighting the Bicen-
tennial festivities in July. .
He also addressed the town's ef-

forts to improve its existing trail
system for hikers and pedestrians.
Smith said the 36-mile Crescent
Trailthat passes through Perinton
is one of its greatest assets.
"It allows us as citizens to get in-

to the open space and enjoy what
this community has to offer;' he
said.
In November, a pedestri-

an bridge that connects the path
along the Erie Canal with the Cres-
cent Trail and RS&E Trail was
opened. This year, the town will
help fund an effort to widen the ex-
isting canal path, which runs east-
ward from the village of Pittsford.
Roadwork is a big item on the

agenda for 2013. Last year, Mon-
roe County completed the recon-
struction of Jefferson Avenue af-
ter nearly two years of detours for
. drivers,
Perhaps the biggest improve-

ment scheduled to begin in
the spring is the relocation of
O'Connor Road from the inter-
section at Fairport Road (31-F)
to a new four-way stop at the Jef-
ferson Avenue intersection. This
$2.75 million project, planned for
completion, by the fall, will include
the removal of the existing piece
of road and addition of a new traf-
fic light, which officials believe will
improve safety for drivers while
adding extra space for recreation
next to Perinton PN.t " •.••.••. _

Fairport Mayor Fritz May, left, and Perinton Supervisor Jim Smith,
right, at Wednesday's State of the Town/Village talk.
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.One thing on many peoples'
minds is what will happen to the
newly-vacant buildings along the
Fairport Road corridor, including
the former 7-Eleven and Friend-
ly's, which both closed at the end
of 2012. Smith said that the prop-
erty owners, Sam and Tony DiPri-
ma, are "supportive of change" in
this lot and hope to draw new busi-
nesses soon.
"The owners are supportive of

change and are actively marketing
this site, and I expect we'll prob-
ably see development there this
year;',said Smith.

Upcoming projects will focus on
improving the village as a destina-
tion for visitors, near and far. This
effort began in 2012, as the village.
and Fairport Office of Commu-
nity and Economic' Development
(aCED) commissioned the comple-
tion of a master plan for the North-
west Quadrant to create a tentative
blueprint for the village's design in
the future.
Sprucing up canalside property

will be the focus of several upcom-
ing tasks. To start, the village is al-
ready starting construction of a $1.5
million promenade on the canal's
south bank with new boat docks, a .»

pocket park, landscaping, new light-
ing and other site amenities. Also
this year, the former :OPWsite near
Parker Street will be redeveloped by
mid-April.
But new projects aren't the on-

ly things getting attention in the vil-
lage, as May explained. The Fairport
Historic Preservation Commis-
sion continues to designate existing .
homes as prized historic landmarks.
May said he looks forward to see-

ing another year full ofwork and fes-
tivities unfold.
"The village is alive, the town is

alive;' he said. "It's a great place to
live and a great place 1:9 come back
to when you're away:'
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IN FAIRPORT

What were the. biggest happen-
ings in Fairport since last year?
May said that big events like Ca-

nal Days, the Great Race, and the
Fairport Music and Food Festival, to
name a few, drew crowds to the vil-
lage year-round.
"It's exciting to be in the town and

the village because people support
the community;' he said. "Youput on
an event and everybody is there in-
teracting with each other:'
The abundance of local tourism

caught the eye of several state and
national travel writers and even a
visit from international filmmakers
from the UK'Ii:avel Channel.~ a _ ;10 , ••.••••• e ' •..• -..


