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Old films found in an attic

bring long-lost love story

back to life

FAIRPORT, N.Y. -- In Fairport, New York, along the Erie Canal, town historian
Bill Poray has made it his mission to connect people with their history.

But it is safe to say he has never found a more direct and powerful connection than
he did the day the films arrived.

Someone found in an attic old 16 mm home movies from the 1930s -- labeled
Kodachrome experiment.

"Yeah, I was intrigued. So I took the projector, I took the films and I started to
watch," Bill said. "And I loved what I saw. I saw scenes of our community and they
were in color!"
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Fairport, N.Y. Historian Bill Poray. /  CBS NEWS

They were some of the very first color home movies. But what intrigued Bill even
more was a woman in the film. He says, whoever she was, the cameraman was
clearly smitten.

"And from there I started doing some research," Bill said.

He found out the photographer, a guy named Bob Kramer, went to work for Kodak
labs right out of high school -- and that girl was his high school sweetheart, Leona
Sharp. She would be 96 years old if she were alive.

He found an address and went there.

"A woman came to the door. She opened the door 3 inches. And I told her we had
these films. And the door opened a little wider. And then she said wait and she
disappeared," Bill said. "She came back about a minute later holding her wedding
picture. And she said come in."

Here's what Bill learned: Bob and Leona got married right after Bob joined the Air
Force. A few days after the wedding, he left to learn how to fly a B-17 and then got
sent to Europe to fight in World War II. On the way, he actually flew his plane over
Leona's house. There is a picture of it.
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Leona Sharp and Bob Kramer on their wedding day. /  CBS NEWS

"And then he wiggled the wings to salute us and then he was off," Leona said.

Leona never saw him again.

She says losing him was hard, but finding him again has been wonderful.

"I couldn't believe it," Leona said.

After more than 70 years, Leona's love story came rushing back in living color.

And even though she did get married again -- for a while -- we got the sense that
this was her true love. Not from any particular picture on the screen, just the
flicker in her eye.

To contact On the Road, or to send us a story idea, e-mail us.

© 2015 CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Steve Hartman
Steve Hartman has been a CBS News correspondent since 1998,
having served as a part-time correspondent for the previous two
years.

    4 Comments /  Shares /  182 Tweets /  Stumble /  Email More +

Powered by  for Monika

Recommended

Learn more 

Woman who killed Neal Falls,
alleged serial killer, talks
about encounter

Credit Cards Are Now
Offering 0% APR Through
2017
CompareCards.com Sponsored

Missing father of pro golfer
Billy Hurley found

A Simple Way to Color Your
Gray
eSalon Sponsored

Now: @CBSThisMorning is live in the East.
 #newsisback

CBS Evening News         
@CBSEveningNews

Expand

Special Olympics athlete vanishes just hours after 
another found safe: cbsn.ws/1MIwgAH
 pic.twitter.com/r5vSzjSmg2

CBS Evening News         
@CBSEveningNews

Expand

ALERT: Some Kraft Singles American cheese slices 
recalled over choking hazard cbsn.ws/1eOLYMJ
 pic.twitter.com/A03WDt338N

CBS Evening News         
@CBSEveningNews

1h

9h

10h

Evening News
Tweets from a list by CBS News

NEW ANDROID APP

For your Android phone and tablet,

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=%20OnTheRoad@cbsnews.com
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/on-the-road-steve-hartman-old-films-found-in-an-attic-bring-a-lost-love-story-to-life/#postComments
mailto:?subject=Your%20friend%20has%20shared%20a%20CBSNews%20link%20with%20you&body=Old%20films%20found%20in%20an%20attic%20bring%20long-lost%20love%20story%20back%20to%20life%0Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbsnews.com%2Fnews%2Fon-the-road-steve-hartman-old-films-found-in-an-attic-bring-a-lost-love-story-to-life
https://yahoo.com/
https://s.yimg.com/uq/syndication/yad-iframe.fb91a89.html#
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/woman-who-killed-neal-falls-alleged-serial-killer-talks-about-encounter/
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/woman-who-killed-neal-falls-alleged-serial-killer-talks-about-encounter/
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=6r6BCOYGIS9tk8rkgsg3bd6AfrIvy5vTChX1LU_yfpsujt1awOVdYVKwrwHLPTPzlGEZ2AH2WUPFSt9VCxAOKjS2Kw4EihuBEqca9sWXIWhTfOIlVpfbDYuPS.pEXiLtmktNkqTiM5Ua4G.KDn8HQJ680_WUoPgjSZ4bEmgQET4MqX1wwtwFfQOQAB7CuIsJDta5dHgghwl.wnpUGLtuRvt8AvaleYDy10VIqFcOdh1kbjZ2dZAFWqJxRlOLDzmBvSHfDqtWeQwql540i7WfsnPkbvRXkXFX2IawiWNU0eM2SEzHaDXZVpa6tXFpxanpTOYO_fZWhEP_FrqmQ9250ShdzS7xxM3g.BVkn9KhoQ7sVGxcyq2yavBHHUEl..uRMRmQvM9FwNHVqpHEeulNWUFty86S_iKHCAZjB_hp0WmmksLfKxVlm8ZNQogAbyzw32x4J9GHZJlBJdWuzleldMJ0rICLjpv8tvv574TTX1I8EbHKCEcjIrqWnD0TX.j._JAcqZNlDRumkw07JqpACQ2bD6HlzGPa9m161kJaSG_sz78llWxcruFD4Z54OOGE1EcMcnnWKYG0V3XH7ii1O4b85oDXDaJCDg5jkpQl4I3E496CSOgLaM2STU0-%26lp=
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=6r6BCOYGIS9tk8rkgsg3bd6AfrIvy5vTChX1LU_yfpsujt1awOVdYVKwrwHLPTPzlGEZ2AH2WUPFSt9VCxAOKjS2Kw4EihuBEqca9sWXIWhTfOIlVpfbDYuPS.pEXiLtmktNkqTiM5Ua4G.KDn8HQJ680_WUoPgjSZ4bEmgQET4MqX1wwtwFfQOQAB7CuIsJDta5dHgghwl.wnpUGLtuRvt8AvaleYDy10VIqFcOdh1kbjZ2dZAFWqJxRlOLDzmBvSHfDqtWeQwql540i7WfsnPkbvRXkXFX2IawiWNU0eM2SEzHaDXZVpa6tXFpxanpTOYO_fZWhEP_FrqmQ9250ShdzS7xxM3g.BVkn9KhoQ7sVGxcyq2yavBHHUEl..uRMRmQvM9FwNHVqpHEeulNWUFty86S_iKHCAZjB_hp0WmmksLfKxVlm8ZNQogAbyzw32x4J9GHZJlBJdWuzleldMJ0rICLjpv8tvv574TTX1I8EbHKCEcjIrqWnD0TX.j._JAcqZNlDRumkw07JqpACQ2bD6HlzGPa9m161kJaSG_sz78llWxcruFD4Z54OOGE1EcMcnnWKYG0V3XH7ii1O4b85oDXDaJCDg5jkpQl4I3E496CSOgLaM2STU0-%26lp=
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/missing-father-of-pro-golfer-billy-hurley-found/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/missing-father-of-pro-golfer-billy-hurley-found/
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=w6p8O3UGIS8LCHnaK7jDRhXDFJoIdh.9lZRg4xcjU5_vC0.Uh254A6Ho8_CpCJM16XBNdEoZ0KGzNzs.vyZ06.EmgpEcM1vr.gxlgUFK1UzHiw4Sy0InpX6LN1eYH3r3GyoEaPyVg1By4XPD1uKMtczmJJDQPAJb0_Q2gJhMbL6YA62DrYZ63sZ_P05p1QwuQcqbhYtAfKUAJhWEHsTIatEjzAHmGPvuAkrwPRknRTy2u7mR_RHsBEkgr6gHry11cCcCC3GfUNnuo7T84J0uf8ubsXROr9QgsqMAn3szevl7lzG4nBhcxPmuOQz9Yom4ReqwKzmXhFPhsNUlETT1Zygb910dNxarG0a3Gz_HuoAfInO7GNO7csqjHGPsTtl7_vdMuDD0bUQ6IX6UqBDPYbbc3r7OYxrkRbIpsbXIMTextTvRuz3S.47vXr49RyRojtK2_AW4wohWTKCgTU8Fi4BUCQ8_FkAIckT1xfYfgIfUb4NDABoZUdAu.eHyz6lnqqlRQUARJiF_owgmSo3Sa7S01Y_lNOQph47b7QX_RducUqJVup3P0w_FxpFJH0A2nS8sXZzpq5PfMeZrDpC0LtsaVyQNNHXAiAntR6sC6Q0jf0RQUzTA_FGiKzGI3Ex4ZYo-%26lp=
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=w6p8O3UGIS8LCHnaK7jDRhXDFJoIdh.9lZRg4xcjU5_vC0.Uh254A6Ho8_CpCJM16XBNdEoZ0KGzNzs.vyZ06.EmgpEcM1vr.gxlgUFK1UzHiw4Sy0InpX6LN1eYH3r3GyoEaPyVg1By4XPD1uKMtczmJJDQPAJb0_Q2gJhMbL6YA62DrYZ63sZ_P05p1QwuQcqbhYtAfKUAJhWEHsTIatEjzAHmGPvuAkrwPRknRTy2u7mR_RHsBEkgr6gHry11cCcCC3GfUNnuo7T84J0uf8ubsXROr9QgsqMAn3szevl7lzG4nBhcxPmuOQz9Yom4ReqwKzmXhFPhsNUlETT1Zygb910dNxarG0a3Gz_HuoAfInO7GNO7csqjHGPsTtl7_vdMuDD0bUQ6IX6UqBDPYbbc3r7OYxrkRbIpsbXIMTextTvRuz3S.47vXr49RyRojtK2_AW4wohWTKCgTU8Fi4BUCQ8_FkAIckT1xfYfgIfUb4NDABoZUdAu.eHyz6lnqqlRQUARJiF_owgmSo3Sa7S01Y_lNOQph47b7QX_RducUqJVup3P0w_FxpFJH0A2nS8sXZzpq5PfMeZrDpC0LtsaVyQNNHXAiAntR6sC6Q0jf0RQUzTA_FGiKzGI3Ex4ZYo-%26lp=
https://twitter.com/CBSThisMorning
https://twitter.com/hashtag/newsisback?src=hash
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628520798328877056
http://t.co/HEO6e5kxHV
http://t.co/r5vSzjSmg2
http://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628407013769408512/photo/1
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628407013769408512
http://t.co/ytWykhDZLD
http://t.co/A03WDt338N
http://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628395944632037376/photo/1
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628520798328877056
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628407013769408512
https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews/status/628395944632037376
https://twitter.com/CBSNews/evening-news
https://twitter.com/CBSNews
https://twitter.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssw1O02RXasnoOqIDiD8oC8LyidgTdEsLkOCYEkf7Ab_nvi2kUPddYz9oEnnjtvla0FUzD2IgFHv5x48xmyYOSpcHy-ZezLu_x5btNu8DzCgDVviw4b1SnV4SeOVu0IfhtsT6_f16gX5oOQFxKpahzO-6FsznqyH07oXFMyqB-KHY3XTKZEb-wPtWnmpHib8_bpgOeItXLao_Eo&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG9eOOcOx7KB&adurl=http://as.chango.com/links/scu%3Fcuid%3Dcbfa82a2-3aa7-11e5-ac7a-00259036a046%26clickURL%3Dhttp://www.builddirect.com/Composite-Decking.aspx%253Futm_source%253Dchango%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_campaign%253Dcomposite%252520decking%2526BDID%253D8830
https://www.chango.com/adchoices?utm_source=chango&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=adchoices_icon
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.treemolabs.apps.cbsnews

